Silly science awards; Big weekend for Sharks, Panthers, Cats and Lions; Tokyo
Athletics update; and Fat Bear Week is back!

Hello and welcome to Squiz Kids Today ... your fresh take on what’s happening in the
world around you.

I’m Bryce Corbett

It’'s Monday, September 22 -

In Squiz Kids Today ... Silly science awards; Big weekend for Sharks, Panthers, Cats and
Lions; Tokyo Athletics update; and Fat Bear Week is back!

THE LOWDOWN

Cows painted to look like zebras. Pizza eating lizards. And a scientist that grew his
fingernail for 35 years.

Yes, ladies and gents, it’s the Ig Nobel Prizes - given out to the silliest science
experiments of the year.

Last Thursday night in the US city of Boston, scientists from all over the world gathered
to discover whose silly science experiment had won an Ig Nobel Prize .. in a competition
that organisers described as honouring science that ‘first makes people laugh and then
makes them think’.

This year’s awards had the theme of ‘digestion’ - which would explain why scientists
experimenting to see what pizza topping lizards prefer featured in the awards.

Why did scientists paint cows to look like zebras? It was to see if the stripes meant they
were bitten less often by mosquitoes ... the answer is yes.

And how about a lizard’s favourite pizza topping? It’s four-cheese ... in case you were
wondering ...



In other important-meetings-of-world-significance news ... today marks the start of the
United Nations General Assembly ... when leadfers of the world gather in New York City
- atthe UN headquarters there - to discuss the most pressing issues facing the planet.

There will be speeches aplenty, and votes and resolutions - and lots of news coming out
of the General Assembly generally - as hot button topics like climate change and
Palestine and kids and social media are discussed. Watch this space ...

SPIN THE GLOBE

Each day we give the world globe a spin and find a news story from wherever it stops -
and today we’ve landed in my favourite place in the world at this time of the year .. a
place called Katmai National Park in Alaska - where its Fat Bear Week.

Yes my friends —it’s crunch time for the chunky bears of Katmai - who have spent the
whole northern hemisphere summer stuffing their faces with salmon at Brooks Falls - as
the poor fish try to migrate upstream to their breeding grounds.

And now - as is customary every year - the park rangers take photos of the Brooks Falls
bears, and post them online, and get people all over the world to vote on the bear they
think has done the best job putting on weight for winter.

As you know - it’s autumn in the northern hemisphere - and bears will soon be retreating
to their caves to hibernate for the winter .. it’s a time when they get snowed in and don’t
want to go outside in the cold - and don’t eat very much for months at a time - which is
why they spend all summer getting as tubby as possible.

Who will win this year’s Fat Bear Week? Can Grazer - the mumma bear who’s won two
years in a row - make it three from three? Come on Grazer! You’ve got my vote.

And yes: I’ve stuck links to the voting page in today’s episode notes, as well as the link to
the Brooks Falls live feed video — get involved!

SPORT TIME

Oh man,,, this time of year just wears me out. There’s so much footy to watch - so many
finals to get involved in - it’s flat out exhausting. Imagine having to actually play in one of
the finals... sheesh ..

The weekend began with the AFL - where Geelong booked a space in the grand final by
making light work of Hawthorn. Making light work is one of those sport reporting idioms



to mean they won relatively easily. Which is also what the Brisbane Lions did the
following day - also at the MCG - beating Collingwood to advance to their third grand
finalin as many years. The Lions will now meet the Cats, back at the MCG, for the Grand
Final on Saturday. Strap yourselves in ...

Meanwhile -excitement levels in the NRL were dialled up to eleven on the weekend as
the preliminary finals saw a couple of epic battles ..

The Penrith Panthers showed why they’re a good chance to claim their fifth straight
premiership after smashing the Bulldogs in Sydney yesterday.

But it was the clash between the Cronulla Sharks and Canberra Raiders that raised
eyebrows on Saturday night ... when the Sharkies were just too strong for the minor
premiers, Canberra.

Poor Canberra ... they finished the season at the top of the ladder - only to lose to the
Broncos last week and the Sharks this weekend.

It means the Sharks will now play the Storm, and the Broncs will face off against the
Panthers in the semis this coming weekend - with the winners going on to contest the
Grand Final on Sunday October 5. Yeeewwww!

SQUIZ KIDS SALUTES

And look - it’s not just all the action on the footy field that’s been keeping me glued
to the telly this weekend — did you see some of the inspirational efforts by Aussies at
the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo?

I’m talking Nicola Olyslagers - the Aussie high jumper who was on top of the world last
night after winning the gold medal, clearing 2 metres.

I’m talking Jess Hull - our remarkable middle distance sprinting champion - who,
despite taking a tumble in her 800 metre heat and finishing last on Thursday night -
managed to pick herself up, dust herself off and get back on the track to come third in
the semi final on Friday AND break an Oceanic record while she was at it. Incredible.

Incredible too is our javelin star, Mackenzie Little ... who threw the javelin more than 63
metres to win a bronze medal in Tokyo - only two weeks after she had saved a man’s life
in her day job as an emergency doctor at Sydney’s Royal North Shore hospital.

And what about Ky Robinson? The Aussie 5000m runner who came from the back of the
pack to come fourth!

To all of these champions - and indeed our entire team in Tokyo - Squiz Kids Salutes
you.



SCHOOL HOL CONTENT + SPOTLIGHT

Does it feel like you’re dragging yourself through waist-high wet cement? That’s because
it’s the end of the term - and kids, parents, teachers alike are counting down the days.
Unless you’re in Queensland or Victoria or NT - in which case you’re already on hols and
doing cartwheels ...

This is our last week of daily news content for the term - but don’t move that dial. Make
sure you keep listening over the school holidays - via our website or your favourite
podcasting app - to enjoy a heap of excellent holiday content.

There’s two episodes of our brand new series - Squiz Kids Spotlight - where we sit down
and have a chat with someone cool. I'll be chatting to Annabel Crabb about her new
book There’s A Prawn In Parliament House, and Christie has nabbed an interview with
Australia’s first astronaut - Katherine Bennell-Pegg. How cool!

There’ll also be brain teasers to keep your grey matter engaged, a School Holiday Movie
Guide, our Squiz Kids Science Shorts and two Bumper School Holiday Quizzes.

The school holiday content kicks off next week and goes for a fortnight.

And remember - if your birthday falls between September 29 and October 12 - your
birthday shout out will be in the daily pod when we return, the week commencing Oct
13.

THE S°QUIZ

This is the part of the podcast where you get to test how well you’ve been listening ...

1. Who did NRL minor premiers the Canberra Raiders lose to at the weekend?



2. True or false: a science experiment has found that cows painted like zebras are
less likely to be bitten by mozzies ..

3. What’s the name of the reigning champ of Fat Bear Week - hoping to take out the
title for the third year in a row?

SHOUT OUTS

It’'s Monday, September 22 ... as we’ve discussed already: world leaders, including our
very own Prime Minister will be in New York this week as the United Nations General
Assembly kicks off .. it’s also World Rhino Day ... and Hobbit Day today .. it’s all
happening...

It’s also a special day for these Squiz Kids, celebrating a birthday today and

tomorrow... Alicia from Springvale. Ruben from Pakenham, Donte from Windale, Zara
from Middleton Grange, Shriya from Vermont South, Isla from Indooroopilly and Cormac
from Perth.

And belated shoutouts go to... Abhinav from Quakers Hill and Ryan and Kaz from
Ganmain.

Classroom shoutouts go to... class 5B with Miss Karen at lona Presentation College in
Mosman Park, Room 17 with Mrs Hutch at Hawthorndene Primary School, class 2V with
Mr Gilbert at Allambie Heights Public School and classes 4/5/6 with Mrs Currie at
Dunoon Public School.

The S’Quiz Answers:
1. Cronulla Sharks
2. True

3. Grazer



Don’tforget .. if you’ve got a birthday coming up and you want a shout out - or, if you’re
after a classroom shout out- drop us a line at squizkids@thesquiz.com.au or fill out the
form on our website.

Well - that’s all we have time for. Thanks for listening to Squiz Kids Today - We’ll be back
again tomorrow with rerun of our excellent Squiz Kids Shortcut to United Nations ..
perfect timing with the general assembly kicking off today.

In the meantime ... get out there and have a most excellent day ... over and out.



