Millions brace for Cyclone Alfred; Return of the fish doorbell; AFL season kicks off;
and a record-breaking polar bear swim.

Hello and welcome to Squiz Kids Today ... your fresh take on what’s happening in the
world around you.

I’m Bryce Corbett -

It’s Thursday, March 6

In Squiz Kids Today ... Millions brace for Cyclone Alfred; Return of the fish doorbell; AFL
season kicks off; and a record-breaking polar bear swim.

That’s what’s making news, kid’s style ...

THE LOWDOWN

Sandbags, check. Extra batteries for the torch, check. Loose items of outdoor furniture,
pot plants and trampolines all tied down or put away ... check.

And so it was for more than 4 million Australians yesterday as Tropical Cyclone Alfred
made a beeline for the east coast, with forecasts suggesting it will cross somewhere
between the Sunshine Coast and the Queensland capital, Brisbane.

Cyclones in Australia are not unusual. Up in far north Queensland and off the coast of
far north Western Australia - they’re a pretty regular occurrence.

But to have a cyclone hitting the coast this far south is very unusual. And never has a
cyclone threatened to hit a part of the Australian coastline that’s as heavily populated
as South East Queensland is. So that means the potential for chaos and destruction is
much greater.

According to weather experts, Alfred is expected to cross the coastline sometime in the
early hours of tomorrow morning as a Category 2 cyclone - meaning winds of up to
120km/h.



But Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast, the Gold Coast and northern NSW were all on high
alert yesterday - bunkering down for days of wild weather.

Schools in northern NSW were declared closed for today - and schools in SE
Queensland will also be closed today and tomorrow as government authorities urge
people to stay at home.

Meanwhile - panic buying at the supermarket was off the charts up and down the coast
yesterday, and people queued long into the night to get their hands on sandbags to
protect their homes from the coming storm.

Because as well as winds, Alfred’s arrival is expected to coincide with the high tide,
which - combined with up to 400mm of rain - means the very real possibility of
widespread flooding.

To all the Squiz Kids and their families who are affected: stay safe out there.

SPIN THE GLOBE

Each day we give the world globe a spin and find a news story from wherever it stops.
And today we’ve landed in the Czech Republic - in the heart of Europe - where a new
world record has just been set for the world’s largest polar bear dip.

No - I don’t mean that the Czechs boiled up a bunch of polar bears and served them
with bikkies as a dip .... I’'m talking about a record number of people taking a dip in
freezing cold waters.

A grand total of 2,461 brave souls - or should that be totally crazy people - braved the 3
degree water temperature for a whole minute in a lake in the north of the country to
break the world record.

The previous record was 1,799 swimmers braving the freezing waters of the Baltic Sea
near Poland in 2015.

My toes are tingling just thinking about it ...

ANIMAL KINGDOM

Stillin Europe - and it’s fish door bell time again in the Netherlands - where thousands
of Dutch people are eagerly watching underwater live-feeds of fish migrating up the
series of canals that criss-cross the country.



What is a fish door bell? | hear you ask, not unreasonably.

So, every year a variety of fish species including bass, pike and bream migrate up the
rivers of the Netherlands to breeding grounds upstream. But a series of locks - which
are gates in a river - block their journey.

So the city of Utrecht has installed underwater cameras on a live feed - so when there’s
a backlog of fish at the gate, locals can alert the city authorities to open the lock and let
‘em through.

Genius!

NEWSHOUNDS

Every Thursday, Squiz E the Newshound sticks his snout into Squiz Kids HQ to report
back on fishy things he’s sniffed out on the internet. And today - his schnozz is twitching
with all of the fake videos and photos and memes circulating with the approach of
Cyclone Alfred.

TikTok and Instagram and YouTube are full of videos of boats being flipped and trees
being bent in half and flood waters inundating homes - with lots of people interstate
worriedly phoning their friends and relatives in Queensland in a panic.

Except - most of the videos are fake. They’re using video footage from storms and
cyclones that happened years ago - sometimes on the other side of the earth. Why?
Because shares and likes can sometimes translate into money. Sigh.

But because we’re all Newshounds - we know that its important to STOP, THINK and
CHECK before believing everything we see online. We also know we sometimes need to
tell our parents to check the source of their information before believing and sharing it.
Otherwise, we get caught in a misinformation snowball. And no one wants that.

And a reminder: if you’re class isn’t among the 4,000 who have now signed up to do
Newshounds - Squiz Kids’ very own, totally free digital literacy program - then hop to it
quick sticks! Check it out on the Squiz Kids website. Woof!

THE S°QUIZ

This is the part of the podcast where you get to test how well you’ve been listening ...



1. Easyone to start with, what’s the name of the cyclone bearing down on
Brisbane?

2. What do we call gates in rivers that are opened and closed to regulate water flow
and water levels?

3. How many people took part in the world record breaking polar bear dip in the
Czech Republic this week? Was it a) 1,799 b) 2,146 or c) three.

SHOUT OUTS

It’s Thursday, March 6 ... it’s AFL season time, people! And while it was all meant to kick
off tonight in Brisbane - with the Lions taking on the Cats - it’s been postponed because
of the cyclone ... Sydney and Hawthorn will open the season instead at the SCG
tomorrow night.

Today is also a special day for these Squiz Kids celebrating a birthday today... Hudson
from Canberra, Sia from Burwood, Hugo from Singleton and Werity from Old Guilford.

Belated shoutouts go to... Oliver from Wellington Point and Sammy listening over in
Minnesota, USA.

Classroom shoutouts go to ... class 5WL with Miss Wu and Miss Lutteral at Wellers Hill
State School in Tarragindi, class 6B with Miss Butler at St Mary’s School in Warwick,
class 2A with Miss Williams at Glen Waverley Primary School, class Bunburung 3 with
Miss H at Googong Public School and classes 6 Blue and 6 Gold with Mrs Glover and
Mrs Field at Mt Carmel Schoolin Yass.

The S’Quiz Answers:

1. Alfred

2. Locks



3. b)2,146 -1,799 was the number of people who set the old record, in Poland
backin 2015

Don’t forget .. if you’ve got a birthday coming up and you want a shout out - or, if you’re
after a classroom shout out- drop us a line at squizkids@thesquiz.com.au or fill out the
form on our website.

Well - that’s all we have time for. Thanks for listening to Squiz Kids Today - We’ll be back
again tomorrow with the Kids v Adults Weekly News S’quiz - your chance to prove who’s
been paying the most attention to the week that just was.

And just a note: as both Christie and | are both in South East Queensland - and we don’t
know whether we’ll have access to internet or even electricity in the coming days -
things might be a little erratic on the Squiz Kids content front. Thanks for bearing with us

In the meantime, get out there and have a most excellent day. Over and out.



