
Squiz The World goes to… Qatar 

 

Each fortnight, we give the world globe a spin, and see where we land. Then we take the 
kids of Australia on an audio excursion to visit that country and its people.  

I’m Christie Kijurina, and today on Squiz the World we’re touching down in a country 
where falcons have their own passports, robots ride camels and and the desert 
shimmers with some of the world’s tallest skyscrapers. 

Can you guess? Strap yourselves in to the Squiz Kids Super Fast Supersonic Jetliner as 
we take off and take a squiz at Qatar. 

JUST THE FACTS 

Qatar is a great country to know about for trivia nights, being the only country in the 
world whose name starts with a ‘Q’! It’s a small but super-rich nation in the Middle East, 
sticking out like a thumb into the Persian Gulf and sharing its only land border with 
Saudi Arabia. I've stuck a link to a map in the episode notes. 

Geographically, Qatar is mostly desert, with no rivers, no lakes, and no forests—one of 
only five countries in the world with no forests at all! The land is super flat, with its 
highest point just 103 metres above sea level. 

And if you love it hot, this is the place for you! It's scorching! Summer temperatures 
often hit 45°C. But despite being covered in sand, Qatar is one of the world’s richest 
countries per person, thanks to its massive oil and natural gas reserves. It also holds the 
unfortunate title of being the biggest carbon dioxide emitter per person in the world! 

Speaking of people, surprisingly, with a population of around 3 million, only 10% are 
actually Qatari citizens—most people living there come from other countries for work. 
The capital city, Doha, is home to 80% of the population and is packed with futuristic 
skyscrapers. They are a sight to see and there's a link to video in the episode notes. 

But Qatar wasn’t always a land of gleaming skyscrapers and luxury. In fact, if you 
travelled back in time just over a hundred years, Doha wasn’t a futuristic city at all. To 
truly understand how Qatar became the wealthy, modern nation it is today, we need to 
do some... 

Time Travel 

Standing in Doha today, surrounded by some of the world’s tallest buildings, it’s hard to 
imagine that just over a century ago, this city was nothing more than a humble fishing 
town. In the early 1900s, the people of Doha made their living from pearl diving and 
trade, with ships sailing between Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. But Qatar’s history 



stretches back much further—archaeologists have found Stone Age tools and ancient 
Bronze Age cemeteries, proving that humans have lived here for over 50,000 years! 

In the 1500s, Qatar was under the control of the powerful Ottoman Empire, which ruled 
much of the Middle East at the time. While Bedouin nomads roamed the desert and 
tribal groups led their own communities, the Ottomans claimed the land as part of their 
empire. But they weren’t the last to rule… 

By the early 1900s, Qatar was struggling with regional conflicts and asked Britain for 
protection. As a British protectorate, the UK controlled Qatar’s foreign affairs until 1971, 
when Qatar finally gained independence. 

Then came the oil boom. The discovery of oil and natural gas transformed Qatar from a 
tiny desert outpost into one of the richest countries in the world. Today, Qatar’s oil and 
gas exports power industries across Europe and beyond—a far cry from its days as a 
pearl-diving hub! 

 But one thing that has remained constant for centuries is its deep connection to the 
desert and its traditions. And nowhere is that more obvious than in... 

SPORT TIME 

If you’re ever standing in the endless Qatari desert, and suddenly—whoosh!—a falcon 
dives past you at top speed, snatching up its prey with incredible precision, there's a 
good chance it's participating in the sport of falconry. Falconry is one of the oldest 
sports in Qatar, dating back thousands of years to the nomadic Bedouin people, who 
trained falcons to help them hunt. It’s still a huge deal today—so much so that falcons 
in Qatar even have passports! That’s right, since 2004, falcons travelling internationally 
must carry special passports and microchips to protect them from smuggling. And 
while falcons don’t need planes to fly, they’re actually allowed on some Middle Eastern 
airlines, sitting right on their owner’s arm! 

Another traditional high-speed desert sport? Camel racing! Camels can run up to 65 
km/h, and in the past, jockeys were small children (oh my). But more recently, Qatar 
introduced tiny robot jockeys, controlled by remote—meaning today’s races are a mix of 
tradition and high-tech innovation! 

And then, of course, there’s football—or soccer. In 2022, Qatar became the first Middle 
Eastern country to host the FIFA World Cup, building jaw-dropping, air conditioned 
stadiums to welcome the world’s biggest stars. But not all the attention was good. 
Remember how 90% of Qatar’s population are migrant workers? Many of them built 
those stadiums, and reports emerged of harsh working conditions, including low pay, 
extreme heat, and poor living conditions. Qatar’s old kafala system made things 
worse—some workers had their passports taken away, and many were trapped in bad 



jobs. Reforms were introduced in 2020, but concerns for international workers still 
remain. 

Still, if you are one of the 10% of people who are Qatari citizens, that comes with some 
serious perks, including free education… which reminds me—it’s Time for School! 

TIME FOR SCHOOL 

Can you imagine a school with just one teacher and 50 students? That was Qatar’s first-
ever school, opened in Doha in 1949. Before that, kids learned in traditional education 
centres, just like in other parts of the Arab world. Fast forward to today, and Qatar has 
one of the most impressive education systems in the region! 

For Qatari kids, school is free—all the way from primary school to university. In 
government schools, students learn in Arabic, which can make it tricky for non-Qataris 
to attend. That’s why many expat families send their kids to international schools, which 
follow British, American, Indian, French, or Filipino curriculums. 

The school week runs from Sunday to Thursday, with Friday and Saturday as the 
weekend—a little different from Australia! Attendance is compulsory from ages 6 to 12, 
but after that, parents decide if their kids continue. 

And here’s something cool—government school canteens provide free, healthy meals! 
Think wholegrain sandwiches, fresh fruit, and veggies. But don’t expect to find 
chocolate, chips, soft drinks, or fried foods—they’re banned from school menus to keep 
students healthy. 

Mmm… all this talk of school lunch is making me hungry! Which means it must be…  

DINNER TIME 

Qatar’s food is a delicious mix of Arabian, Indian, Persian, and Mediterranean flavors—
basically, a feast for the senses! 

One of the most important parts of Qatari culture is the Majlis (madge-lis)—a gathering 
space where friends and family sit together for hours, sipping Arabic coffee, nibbling on 
sweet dates, and chatting about everything under the sun. Unlike the frothy lattes we 
might drink, Qatari coffee is strong, black, and often flavoured with cardamom, poured 
from an ornate metal pot into tiny cups. 

Now, onto the main event—food! Qatar’s national dish is machboos (match buus)—a 
fragrant, spiced rice dish with chicken, lamb, or fish. It’s a bit like biryani and is packed 
with flavour. And for dessert? Luqaimat (La-kay-mat)—tiny, golden, deep-fried 
dumplings drizzled in sticky syrup. Think Arabian doughnut holes! I always wondered 
where the holes went! 



Sounds like food heaven, right? But in Qatar, some food and drink are off-limits for 
locals. Because some of Qatar’s laws follow Islamic Sharia law, pork and alcohol are 
banned for Qatari citizens. Visitors, though, can buy them in a few special places. 

So, from futuristic skyscrapers to ancient traditions and tasty feasts, it’s a country that 
blends the old with the new in some pretty spectacular ways. 

THE S'QUIZ 

This is the part of the podcast where you get to test how well you've been listening.  

 

Question 1 What is the capital city of Qatar? Doha 

Question 2 Which animal is trained for an ancient sport in Qatar and even gets its own 
passport? (The falcon) 

Question 3  Which days do kids go to school in Qatar? (Sunday to Thursday) 

 

That's all we have time for today. Thanks for staying curious about the world, and joining 
me on this incredible trip to Qatar. 

Now get out there, and have a most excellent day. Over and out. 


