Storm’s social media fakes; marathon goat steals the show; a space rescue
mission; and it’s Fat Bear Week everywhere!

Hello and welcome to Squiz Kids Today ... your fresh take on what’s happening in the
world around you.

I’m Christie Kijurina,

It’s Thursday, October 3...

In Squiz Kids Today... Storm’s social media fakes; marathon goat steals the show; a
space rescue mission; and it’s Fat Bear Week everywhere!

That’s what’s making news, kid’s style...

THE LOWDOWN

What’s whirling, howling, and leaving a devastating mess in its path? [HOWL] No, it’s not
Squiz-E the Newshound—although he’s joined me at the top of the podcast today. It’s
Hurricane Helene, the massive Category 4 storm that hit Florida last week, causing
catastrophic storm surges and flooding across the Southeast U.S.

A Category 4 storm, means winds up to 250 kilometres per hour, that can uproot trees
and tear roofs right off of houses.

Helene made landfall last Thursday and is still wreaking havoc. As of yesterday, six days
later, many areas remain flooded, and 1.4 million people are still without power.

So, why is Squiz-E’s nose twitching? As bad as the storm was, some people wanted to
make it seem even worse, posting a mashup video of other powerful storms (some from
years ago) on social media, falsely claiming it was Helene. One video gained over
66,000 likes in one day, proving just how easily misinformation spreads.

It’s a timely reminder to always stop, think, and check what you see on social media—
because some people who create and share content don’t always have the best
intentions.
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And teachers, if you want your class to become savvy Newshounds just like Squiz-E,
check out our Newshounds media literacy program. There are links to an explainer video
and to the program in today’s episode notes.

Thanks, Squiz-E—you’ve done it again!

SPIN THE GLOBE

Each day, we give the world globe a spin to find a news story from wherever it stops, and
today, we’ve landed in Alaska, in the northern United States, in the picturesque
wilderness of Katmai National Park for the launch of this year’s [FAN FARE] Fat Bear
Week!

Yes, it’s that time again, Squiz Kids, when Katmai’s brown bears, who’ve been busy
catching and gobbling up all the salmon they can eat, are judged on who is the best
prepared for a long winter’s hibernation, aka who is the fattest!

Now in its 10th year, this quirky competition allows people from all around the world,
including us, to vote for the bear we think has undergone the biggest transformation. |
think my vote this year will be going to Grazer, who emerged from her last hibernation
super skinny but is now a very chonky girl indeed. You have until October 8 to cast your
vote. I’ve stuck a link in today’s episode notes to the voting page and to a live stream of
Brooks Falls, where you can watch the bears hanging out. Who will you vote for?

ANIMAL KINGDOM

From fat bears to fit goats! And when | say goat, | mean a real goat—Joshua, the four-
legged escape artist from Newfoundland, Canada, who became an unlikely half-
marathon runner this week!

Joshua couldn’t resist the excitement when a group of runners jogged past his favourite
pumpkin patch. So, what did he do? He broke free from his farm and joined in on the
race! Not only that, but this speedy goat even led the pack for a bit, hoofing it alongside
the humans.

His owners, who spotted him in a flurry of social media posts, tracked him down after
he’d already run 4 kilometres. But instead of reining him in, they let Joshua finish the



race! And guess what? He crossed the finish line like a true champ and was even
awarded a finisher’s medal!

As for Joshua’s future in racing? Well, for the moment he’s back at the farm, resting up
after his big adventure. But who knows, if he keeps it up he could become the GOAT
Goat... [Mum Joke Buzzer] get it? Greatest Of All Time Goat. Nope. Ok then.

SPACED OUT

Imagine planning to go somewhere for just 10 days, only to find out you can’t return
home for 262 days! Long-time Squiz Kids will know that’s exactly what happened to
astronauts Suni Williams and Barry Wilmore. They were supposed to return to Earth
backin June after a quick mission on the International Space Station when their
spacecraft, Boeing’s Starliner, experienced thruster issues, and their stay was
unexpectedly extended.

Well, it was smiles all round 400 kilometres up this week, when NASA astronaut Nick
Hague and Russian cosmonaut Aleksandr Gorbunov docked with the ISS in Space X’s
Dragon spacecraft.

The new crew members have some work to do first, but come February, they hope to be
returning home with Sunni and Barry aboard. How good will it feel to be back on planet
Earth!?

THE S’QUIZ

This is the part of the podcast where you get to test how well you’ve been listening ...

1. What is the name of the Hurricane that’s left a path of destruction in the Souther
United States this week?

2. Which fat bear do | think is going to be the winner this year?

3. Whatis the name of The Space X craft that will be returning to Earth in February
20257

SHOUT OUTS



It’s Thursday, October 3... Virus Appreciation Day - hear me out people. Ok, so, some
viruses do suck. COVID, Influenza, those nasty tummy bugs BUT did you know that our
own DNA contains remnants of ancient viruses (up to 10% of it) and those genes do
some really cool things and are cruicial to our evolution. So appreciate those viruses
people!

It’s also a special day for these Squiz Kids celebrating a birthday today ....

Illana (pronounced I-lana) from Tempe, Jack from Yass, Basil from Adelaide, Lillie from
Thurgoona and Sophie from Forest Lake.

If you celebrated a birthday during our recent podcast break - check out the Bumper
Quiz for the week in which your birthday fell ...

Classroom shoutouts will resume next week for those of you in Queensland, Victoria,
WA and Northern Territory.

The S’Quiz Answers:

1. Helene
2. Grazer
3. Dragon

Don’t forget .. if you’ve got a birthday coming up and you want a shout out - or if you
want a classroom shout out - drop us a line at squizkids@thesquiz.com.au or fill out the
form on our website.

Well - that’s all we have time for. Thanks for listening to Squiz Kids Today -We’ll be back
again tomorrow with our Kids vs Adults Quiz.

In the meantime, get out there and have a most excellent day. Over and out.



