
Catch's Guide to
Book Reviews

Start out with a question, a surprising fact, or some other
way of drawing your listener in.

Remember to cover the basics!

No spoilers! No summaries! Only write a few sentences
explaining what the book is about.

Explain what's great about the
book, and what (if anything)
didn't work for you. Remember, a
review is not an advertisement! 

Believability
How the book made you
think and feel
Likeability of characters
Life lessons the reader
may learn
__________________

Author and title
GenreStyle

SettingMain characters
Problem or drama on

which the plot hinges

FICTION

Author and title
Topic

Style (pictures?
narrative?)

NON FICTION

FICTION

Age appropriate?
How it made you

think/feelInterest level
Visuals________

NON FICTION



How to record
your podcast:

Find a quiet place that doesn't echo. The bathroom is not
good! Under your doona is surprisingly good, but keep still!

tone
speed
voice clarity

Listen to some of the book reviews already on the Squiz
Kids website. Listen carefully to the reviewers': 

Do a test recording of your first three sentences. Keep the
device still, and don't cover the microphone! Listen back. Do
you need to hold the microphone closer? Slow down? 

Ask to use a phone or tablet.

Open (or download) a simple, free, voice recording app. 

Once you're happy with your sound, record! If you make a
mistake, just go back to the beginning of that sentence and
start again. We can edit out the mistake! 

Practice your review a couple of times, so that it's smooth.

Email your sound file to: squizkids@thesquiz.com.au. We'll
reply to let you know we have it. 



My favourite place to read is: ____________________________

because ________________________________________________

My favourite author is: ______________________ because 

_________________________________________________________

If I could only take two books to a desert island, I would

choose __________________________ and __________________

Let me tell you why: ____________________________________

If I was going to write a book, I would make it about 

____________________________________________ because 

________________________________________________________

Hi! My name is ____________________.
(first name only)

You may have noticed that our reviewers always 
introduce themselves on the podcast. Please send us a
separate recording that follows this general outline. We'll
use different parts from it each time you review a book!   

One more thing....

I'm ___ years old, and I live in _________________ 
(city, or just state)


